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*2'L.E TTER Maa -cheper i fe? y, tohjs Frierd tn the Cumty, Conmagh hs Rev ons 
4 | C2110 TOP he ading the Declaration. 


1% Mr of Council- Nblſkea in ee» ": 360 for » of to ruaine the Church : Llappoſ no Miniſter of Nec 
6adh the Ki ng's Declaration, for Liberty of Con«.#Qhurch-of England can give'his conſent to the De-; 
CER Fane k and Chappelsin this Kingdow. 'Claration;  'Lecus then confider whether reading the 
Lou Sages to;know. my Thoug ts about; it; and L: Declaration in our Churches be not an interpretative ' 
Il freely tell them ; for this. is not A time to be Conſent, and- will not with great reaſon be inter- | 
"reſerves d. ._-- preted to beſo: For, 
. Our Enemies who have given'our ES bens King: . Fir#, By.our Law all Miniſterial Officers are ac: * 
this Copoſel agaifſt us, have taken the moſt effectual- countablefor their ACtions : The Authority of Sit-* 
Way. nc t only. to. ruine us, but to make-us appear perioui's, * ugh of the King himſe! E cinnotuſtife 
the I ruments of our own Ruine,that what courſe, inferiuur Cfcers, much lets the Miniiiers of State, 
ſoever wetake,we ſhall be undone : z. and one. Gde'or. if they. ſhould execute any illegal Commands; which 
6ther will conclude that we have: undone our ſelves, ſhews, rhat our Law does not look upon the Mint- 
and fall like fools. - © . .. ;ſters of Church or State to be_meer Mathines and * 
' Toloſeour Livings and: Preferments nay our Liber=, Tools ts be managed whoily/by-the Will of 6ur$0- 
- ties and Lives, m a plain and direct oppolitian to Po- periours, without exercifing any Act of Jodgment* 
ry, . as. ſuppoſe tor refuſing, to,,read, Maſs in our; *or R*aſor rhem(elves;for then inferior Miniſters were” 
þ. a to. {wear t9 the Treue-Creed;is an honor-; nomort punithable thand@ Horſes are which draw 
#ble way. of falling, and has the divine. comforts of- an innocent mano Tum: andif inferiotr Miniſters 
 alferiog, for Chriſt. and his. Religion; and\.1 hope: are puniſhable, then our '/Laws ſuppoſe that' what” 
there 1s none of us. but can, cheai:ully ſubmit to the- wedo'in: obedience to Supefiors, we make our own . 
- will of Gad init. But rhisi isnot our preſent Cale 3/to: Act by doing it; and I ſuppoſe that ſignifies'onr Con-: 
readthe Declaration, is. not to read the Maſs, nor to fentintheeyeof theLaw,to what wedo.Itiga Maxim: 
reg the- Remiſts Fatth; and therefore {ome will +n-our Law, Thatthe. King ban db NO Wrong 5 utes! © 
"that there 1s-no hut] IN ceading. it; andthat to; fore jf any -wreng:' be done, the Crime and Guilt is” 


er for ſuch a Retulal,: is not to fall like Confjeiſoss, the-Miniiter's who does it : for the Lawsarethe King y” 


i _gh {uftec as Criminals for diſobeying the. lawful: publick Will,- arid therefore he is never {uppoſed to 
Commands of our Prince: but yer, we judge, and we, command anything eontrary to:Law ; nor is any Mi- 
have the concurring Opinions ot all. the Nobility and; nifter, who does an illegal /Action, aftowed* to; pre-" 
ry with us, who have already. ſufiered, in this: -tend rheKing's Command and Authority forit: and 
_ that to take away; the Tei and. Penal Laws: and yet thisistheonly Reaſon Tkriow, Why we muit- 
af this time, is but. ane, {tep from, the introducing of. not obey a Prince againſt the Laws of the Land, or ' 
_- Popery; þ nd therefore. to: read ſuch a Declacatowin. the Laws of /God, becauſe what we do, lets the: "Ay< 
: our Chirches, though , it..dv nÞt.immediately bring \"thority be what it will that commands it, bee :omes' | 
> Popery 1, yet-it ſets open our Church doogs for it, out own! Act, and. we' are reſponſible for it;*and.. - 
4 "HE; wo thenjt will take its own time to epter ::S0.that then as I obſcrved before, it muſt imply ourown. 
WM ny on we FOmpy 2 with this Order, al} good Pro-., Content. FP 
RE yould:deſpiſe and. hate ns, and.then we may, ,-Szcondly, The Miniſters of Religion have a greater” 
b: * bs ally cruihed, aud inall {09N fall with great difs} tye and obligation:than this; becauſe they have the: 
On aar,. and, without any pity. ;This,is the difficulty; care and condiict of mens Souls, and- therefore are' 
Ne Caſe; ;. we ſhall be cenſured on both fades, but; bound-to take care-that what they publiſh-in theip 
with this difference: 'We ſhall fail a little ſooner by; Churches, be. neithey-contrary'to the Laws of the. 
not eeading the Declaration, if our Gracions Prince: Land, nor.to che good of the Church. For the Mi-' 
+ reſent this as anagtof- obſtinate and peeviſh or facti- niſter's of Religion are not lookt upon as commotr- / 
- qus Di ience,, as our Enemies willbe ſure tore-7 Cryers, but what they Read, they are ſuppoſed to 11 
eic tit t6* him, ; we ſhall as certainly Fall, and not, recommend too, tho they do nomore than Read ir;. 
after, if we. do. read it, and Then we ſhall tall, and theiefore to read any thing in the Church, which ' 
| ved and dejpiſed,andit x may be with the Cues, I do nat 'conſent to and approve, \nay which I think”. 
Ws e Nation, whom we have ruined by our Complis prejudical to Religion, and the Church of: God, ag 
ance; and. this i is the way neyer to riſe more 3 And * well as contrary to the Laws of the Land, is'to Mif-' : 
"may 1 ſuffer all that can be: ſuffered in this World, guide my People, and-ro. Difſemble with God and* 
*: axather; than contribute to the final Ruine of the beit Meng becauic it is preſuny'd, that I neither Uo, nor © © 
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ought to read any thing in the Cimrch, which I do\. ple expdund to be a Conſent, may,. I think, 
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v.ite oSinions be what they will, in the natu-eof the'. ſervatians...-; .-, * ee? : 
lung, he that Reads (1% a Declaration to hiz Peo-"' + There are two things. to be anſwered tq this. 
; Pie, teacnes them by it : For is notReading Teach- which mut be conſidered, © DP 
ing? Suppoſe then I do not conſert ro. what I read, * 'T, That the People underſtand our Minds, and ſes 
* yet I conſent toreach my People what IT read: and- that thisis matter of Force upof, ns, ang meer Obe-; 
| herein is the Evil of it; for ir may beit werenofault* dience to the" Ring, To which Tanſwer, © 7 7 
to conſent to the Declaration, but-if I conſent to -'x5; Poſſibly the People dounderſtmad'thatthe mate, 
teach my People waat I do not conſent to, my ſelf, T' ter'ofthe Declaration is againſt our Principles*;” But 


tinguiſh between conſenting to read. the Declaratian, ; recommend that to them, which is againit our 'own 
_ an] conſenting ro teach the People by the Declara- Conſciences and Judgments? Reading the Declaration, 
tion, when reading the Declaration is teaching it, has* would be no Fault at alt, *but our Dgty, when the: 
a very :ſabrile_dittinguiſhing-Conſcience.' Now if/ King commanids it, did we approve of \the matter. 
conſenting to rea the Declaration. be: a conſent” ro of it: bur to conſent to teach our” People fuch'Do-' 
reachit my People, then the natural Interpretation ' trines as we think contrary to the Laws of God, 
of Reading the Declaration, is, That he who! Reads or the Laws of the Land, does not leflen but aggra- 
\ Bt, in ſach a ſolemn teaching-manner, &pp:oves it. vate.the Fault, and People muſt be very good na-/ 
If this. be not ſo, I defire to knowg-why I may not tured to-think this an Excuſe. 
- read an Homily for Tranſubſtantiation, or Invoca-: - 2. It isnot likely that all the People will be of a' 


. ſends me ſuch good: Cathelick Homilies, and.com-: thoſe it may be the moſ,the beti,and the wiſeſt men; 

mands me to read them? And thiygwe may'inftrudt- well condemn us for it, and then how ſhall we juſti-. 
our People in all the points of Popery, and recom-. fe our ſelves againfttheir Cenſures? when the world* 
mend it to them with all the Sophiftry and artifietat will be divided in their Opinions, the plain way is. 


good Conſcience, becauſe without. our content :1f.,_ felves;and then-let men Judge-as they pleaſe.No men 
It be ſaid, this would be a contradiction tothe Do-- in England will-be pleaſed with onr” Reaging the: 
Ctrine of our Church, by Law eſtabliſhed; ſo I take Declaration, butthoſe who hope to make great ad- 
the Declaration to be: Antif we'mayread the De-' vintage oft againſt us, afilagainft ourChurch'and” 
Claration contrary to Law, becauſe it does not im-' Religion: others will ſeverely coandemny'1s for it, and” 
ply our conſent to it ; ſo we may Popiſh Homilies, cenſure us as falſe to onr Religion, and -as Betrayers. 


whether I -conſent ro the DoCtrine-or no, it is cer- | in the opinion of the moſt charitable men can only be. 


it is to be confideced, whether an honeſt. man can. orlooks'verylike one ; beſides this I fay, 1 wiltnot' 
do this. 1 ; truſt mens Charity ; thoſe who-have ſuffered them-, 

; Thirdly, I ſappoſe no man will doubt; but the- ſelves in*this Cauſe, will not excuſe us for fear of ſuf- 
King intends, that our reading the Declaration ſhould * fering ; thoſe who are inclined to excuſe us now,will 
fi2nifieto the Nation, our Conſent and Approbation, not do ſo when they conſider the thing. better, ant” 
of it ; for the Declaration does notiwant.Publiſhing, ' come to feel the 11 conſequences of it: when. our, 
- forit 15 ſufficiently known already: but our reading* Enemies open their eyes,and tell them what our Rea- 


of Thanks, which theClergy general refuſed, though” telus we ought to have ſeen before, though they. 
it was only. to thank:the King for His Gracious Pro were tiot bound to ſeeit; for we are to guide and 
mies renewed to the Church of England, in his De= inftruct them, notthey as.” | 
—Caration, which was muci- more innocent, than t© I. Others therefore think,that when we read the 
pavliſh the Declaration itſelf in our Churches : This Declaration; we ſhould publick1y profeſs, that it-is 


- the People will think it to'be ſo. [And he. that can not imply our conſent t6 it; Now this is only Prote- 
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not in ſqne degice approve. Indeed, let mens.pri-. , ſatisfte Inmfelf-with: Equivoc{tions!and” mebtY. Re- - 1] 


ain ſure that is a great one : And be who can dif- is this any excuſe, that we readthat,'and*by reading* 


tjon of Saints, or ihe Wn Images, if the King mind in this mattef, fome may excuſe it, othets, and: 


Inſinuations, in obedience to the King, with a very* certainly the Veſt, to do what we can 'to juſtifie our | 


for the bear reading them will not imply oar conſent, both of Church and State:and beſides that,ir does not 
no mote than thereading the Declaration does: Bat: become a Miniſter of Religion,to do any thing, which . 


tain I conſent to teach my People this DoCEtrinez and. excuſed z* for what. needs an excule, 1s cither a faulr; 


it in our Churches muſt ſerve inſtead/ of Addrefſes - ding the Declaration ſignified, which they will then 


would perſwade one, that' rhe King thinksonr read-! not our own/jadgment,, but that we only read it.in; 
Ing tae Declaration, to Ggnifie-our Conſent, and that. ovedienceto the King. ;. and then our reading 1t can-. * 


ſaiisfic his Conſcience, to do an aCtion without.con- ſatio contra faftum, which all people. will laugh at, 
| fent, which the nature of the Thingthe Deſign, and and ſcorn us for: for fuch a ſclemn reading. it 
1.tention of the Command, ard the Serſc of the Pro-" in the time of Divine Service, when all men ought, 
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blog Fith God, or Mev; does ip:$he: Nabare-ofs rhe. 
thing.imp!y.our app;obation; ang ibenid wh dedtare 
the contsa ': wkenwe read At, what ſhall wel ſay to? 
thoſe who ask us, Why then do you read-it:?.-Rut 
I&t thoſe who bave a mind to try. this Wayg\which, 
for.my part, I take to be a gieater and MOre; anioftic': ' 
fialle provocation. of the King;;than,not to wead it-5" 


and, fuppoſe, 4 vo . who 40; nagread. Ny ill be; lrg bepand Hthinkwwhey arettrer 


thought, Plal ex a bonelter ERA WH 2 eſcape; 
as well as thoſe .who.read-ir andprotef} againſt its? 
ahd yet « nothing leſs, than an expreſs Proteſtation a= 
gain{t it will ſalve this matter; for ovly. to: fap;; thiey:? 
read it meeily in-obedience to the King, does not. ex- 
preſs their difſeny ;. It, -lignifies: ;ingeed,-:that: they: 
would not haye read it, if the king-had nat, come : 
manded it ;.but thele,wo. ds do notiignifigy that! they » 
diſapprove of the Declaration, when their reading it; ; 
thouzh only in obedience tothe King; Giagnihes their 
approbation of it, as much as aCtions can. fiznifie 4 
conſent: let us call to mind how it-faxed' with thoſe - 
in King Charles the Firit's Reizn,  whoread-the Book" 
of.S, orts, as it was called, and then preached againi.it. 
0 return. then to.our Argument ; If reading; the: 
De:laration,i i our Churches bein the nature; of the - 
ation, in the intention of the.command, in the OPt- 
nion of the Peop!e, an inter pretative conſent:to it, 
I. think my (elf, bound.in cond. z2nce not tofread it: 
beoa ſe I am. bound in canſcience.not toapproveity: 

. Irs againſt: the Cotwuſtiturion of the;; Church: of 
England, which is eftabliſhed/by. Law,.and to which. 
I hnaye ſubſciibed, and theretoie,am bound in con--: 
ſcience to teach nothing contrary to it, while this obs, 
ligation laſts : | 

It is to teach an unlimited and univerſal Tolerati- 
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.. we have rend-ed/our felves ridiculous and contemp- * 


tlier; than;cohfene'to-wI24 45 
the E:&:agd' Peat! EAR: ION? x os Nl WH We 
{wudtive rothe Chin nf 73; 901d %fd"rheProteftnne' 
Reingion ;..and he:Who.caliþy conſcience doall this, T 
think need fcrupienythinge - - n 
For let:us confider farthers What-: theefeCts and” 
conſequences of our reading the Declaratjon are like-" 
F 'Conſctetice 
re@,/whenthey/are Evident anPapi rn? 2 Oe BIEF 
-Þhis! will, ceotvitily*xevey/ our Perfols'and Mini-" 
{try infinitely Contempiible, Which! ts «gant that* 
Apoſtolick ' Gaong- Le 10 man dijpile” thee, Titas-2; 
15. That is; ſo to behavechiniſlt in bis Miniſterial + 
Gffi:e, asnbt ro falbunder-contempty- and therefore / 
thix-bliges the. Conlciente; mateto* make our ſelves 
reuidus; mpritorendet on? Matty, / ode !Couits 
(59 Extiorthri6ns: Pheaching, Writitle! of-noeffect; F 
which ts athbutand times worſe thanbeing enced: 
Our»Sufferings'will Preach move:effeCtrally-to the 
People, when. we cannot Spealto thein + but he who 
for. Fear-or Cowardizez'or the Love of this World, | 
betrayshis /Churchiand Religion'iby: undue: conmp!i- : 
ances, and will: certainly* boetiohs £46 Uo (6, 'may © 
coatinue to Preach; but 1&1 purpoſe; /andl when 


tible, we:ſhall then quickly-fall, and fall unpitied. 
; There is nothing: will ſo effeCtuilly tend to the fi- 
Joo of the" Church of Fake eaſe our , 
aing the Declaration will di oke,.:- 
or miſguidey all the Friends the Ohteeh of England © 
has: can we blame any man for nor preſerving the” 
Laws and the Religion of. our Church and Nation, 
when we our ſelves wil venture nothing for it Þ can 
we blame any manconſenting to Repeal the Te and 


on, which the Parliament in 952: declared illegal,and Penal Laws, when we recommend _it_to_.them. by. 


which-has been condemned by the Chriſtian Church” "Teiing the Decfaration 3 have we not reaſon to ex- 
inall Ages. TQC3. pect thjit the Nobility and Gentry, who have already 
-It is to teach my People, that they need never. (aflered | in this Caule, when. they hear. theinſeivesr 
come to-Caurch-more, + but have my free: leave, av condemned forit in al! the Churches of Englend, will _ 
they have the Kiug's, to go .to a-Conventicle, or 70 * think ittime to-mend ſuch afauit,and reconede then» | 
Maſs : . ſelves to their Prince?” and if our Church fall this. 
It is, to teach the diſpenſing Powety which alters, : way, is'there ayy reaſon ro.expeCt that it ſhould .. + 
what has been formerly.thonght;ttie-whole: Conftis | ever-riſe-again 2 Theſe Conſequences are almoſt as, 
tution of this Chu-ch avd-Kingdoma whichwe dare + evident as Detnonfitiitions, and let-it be what it will . | 
not.do, .till.we ; have. the: AUTROrTry,. 8 'Parhament ' "int: (elf; which F'fo:efee will deſtroy the Church of... 
for it: \ - {$0 Evigland and the ProteStomt Re: 1gion and. Þizereſt, T - 
It is to recommend to onr Boogie: the choice 'of | think T'ougzht to make a3 anuch cor ſ-tencent doing - 
ſach perſons to. fit in Parliament, as ſhall take away It; $ doing the moſt immoral action in nature, 
the Teſt and. Penal. Laws, \which.moit ofithe Nobility o-ſay,' that theſe miſcnievous conſequences are 
and Gentry of the Nation have. eſes their. Jyage ravfoatey neceiſacy; and therefore do not. affect 


ment againfts..,. Moan vhs woe wy theConſeimnte,” becauſe weeare not certain they will” 


At LS” to:condemn all mob oreat Jad worthy Pa- follow, is a very. mean Objection ; Moral Actions 


riots of their Country, who forfeited: the ceareftt indced have nor ſuch neceflary conſequences, as Na- 


thing in the world to them, nexta good Conſ-:ence, - rural Canes b ive necefjary eff: its, becauſe'no Moral 


VIF. The favour of their Priace, and a great many Cautes act-necveilarily c reading the Declaration will. 


not 


, 
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have any afoot) to Moral no Deane of my At. - whom we” gh not to yeh will it expound one. 
ons, Orif ever riey arg to Wc ROI they. are in not Reading it,-to be”the effeC&t of a Perſecuting Spi- | 
this caſe. \.. . ig 31 018 1/12-rit;' Now Þ wonder men hould lay any weight on 
, Why. arethe Nobility and Gentry. fo extreamly a-' this, wha'will xiot allow the wed probable conſe- * / 
verſe to the Repeal;of .the-;TeRt and\Penal Laws?: quences,of our Actions, to have any mflueiice,upon * | 
why: do.they forfeit. the King's/Favour, and: their Conſcience! for if 'we muſt compare confequEnces, © | 
Honourable Stations, rather than, comply: with ir?! todiſoblige all the Nobility and Gentry by Reading | 
if you ſay that this tends.to deſtroy the? Church of: it,-is likely fo bemiuchimorefatal, than to anger the | 
England and the Protettant Religion, Iask whether. Difſenters: and'it is more likely, and there is. much * * | 
Nis be the neceſfary;conſequence-of; it > whether the ' more reaſon for-it;' thar one ſhould be offended than © | 
Fong cannot keep hjs promiſe to the Churchiof Eng-' the other! | For. the Diſſenters who” are Wiſe and 
if;the Teſt and Penal Law's be ;Rapealed?:: we : - canſideritigy are; ſenfible- of the ſnares. themſelves,” 
—_ ſay,but this c1a7 be: and | ctw. Nation does | and though they deſire Eaſe and Liberty, they are ' 
not think fit. to try it; and Wecu 11; ithole great ' not willing to have it with ſuch apparent hazard of ' 
wen who deny it; and if the. ſame Juettons were Church and'State : I am fure thar though we were 
pur to us, we think we, Qught in Conicienceto geny - never (0 defarous that they night hayerheir Liberty, x 
them, our ſelves; and are there nor as high-probibi- (and when there js opportunity 'of Thewing our itl- 
lities, that our Reading the Declaration wilkpramote) clinations without denger, they may find that 'weare- | 
the Repeal of the Teſt and Penal. Laws, as that fucir- not fuciperfecutors azweare: reſented)yetwe canot,, 
a, Repeal, will:ruine our; Conſtiturion;”.and bring'in > conſtnt that they ſhonid/have iFihis way, Which they | 
' Popery upon us? Is it not.as probable, that ſuch a will find thedeareſt Li verty that ever Was granted. 
 Cotnplyance in us, wil; diſoblige all the Nobility and : . This;-Sir, is our Cate in ſhort, the Diffr uities are ; 
Gentry, . who have hitherto been, firm. tous; as that great on both fides, aA therefore Wit ever, We. 
— whe! he Power, of che Nation. isput into Pay iſh: No bee H Sven "ayrt God F-" 
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